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Via 57 West
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VIA 57 West introduces an en-
tirely new typology to New 
York City: the Courtscraper.
The 830,000 sq ft high-rise com-
bines the density of the Man-
hattan skyscraper with the com-
munal space of the European 
courtyard, offering 709 residen-
tial units with a lush 22,000 sq ft 
garden at the heart of the building.

Located on the west side water-
front of Manhattan, framed by 
a power plant, a sanitation ga-
rage, and the West Side High-
way the site needed an oasis in 
the middle of all the infrastruc-
ture. BIG essentially proposed a 
courtyard building that is on the 
architectural scale - what Cen-
tral Park is at the urban scale 
an oasis in the heart of the city.

A hybrid between the Europe-
an perimeter block and a tra-
ditional Manhattan high-rise,
VIA combines the advantages 
of both: the compactness and 
efficiency of a courtyard build-
ing with the airiness and the 
expansive views of a skyscrap-
er. By keeping three corners 
of the block low and lifting the 
northeast corner up towards its 
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450 ft peak, the courtyard opens 
views towards the Hudson River, 
bringing low western sun deep 
into the block and gracious-
ly preserving the adjacent He-
lena Tower’s views of the river.
	
The grand stair leads to access 
and views to the central court-
yard. The courtyard, which is 
inspired by the classic Copenha-
gen urban oasis, can also be seen 
from the street and serves to ex-
tend the adjacent greenery of the 
Hudson River Park into VIA.
The slope of the building al-
lows for a transition in scale be-

tween the low-rise structures 
to the south and the high-rise 
residential towers to the north 
and west of the site. The high-
ly visible sloping roof consists 
of a simple ruled surface per-
forated by terraces - each one 
unique and south-facing. The 
fishbone pattern of the walls is 
also reflected in its elevations.
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“In recent decades, some of the most interesting urban developments 
have come in the form of nature and public space, reinserting themselves 
back into the postindustrial pockets, appearing around the city; the 
pedestrianization of Broadway & Times Square; the bicycle lanes, the 
High Line and the industrial piers turning into parks. Located at the 
northern tip of the Hudson River Park, VIA continues this process of
‘greenification,’ allowing open space to invade the urban fabric of the 
Manhattan city grid. In an unlikely fusion of what seems to be two mutual-
ly exclusive typologies, the courtyard and the skyscraper, the Courtscrap-
er is the recent addition to the Manhattan skyline, showing that we 
don’t have to limit our choices to one or the other - we get to have both.”

Bjark Ingels - Funder & Creative Director, Big
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Every apartment gets a bay win-
dow to amplify the benefits of 
the generous view and balconies. 
At the upper levels, the apart-
ments are organized in a fish-
bone layout orienting the homes 
towards the view of the water.
Large terraces are carved into the 
warped façade to maximize views 
and light into apartments, while 
ensuring privacy to the residents.
The material concept for the in-
terior design of the project is 
“Scandimerican,” another lay-
er of the European-Ameri-
can hybridity: classic modern 

Scandinavian material sensibili-
ty blended with local New York 
materials. The primary materials 
of the apartments are oak wood 
floors and cabinets, with white 
porcelain tiles in the bathrooms.
The 22,000 sq ft courtyard is 
complimented by other building 
amenities - a VIA gym and fitness 
lounge, a 25-yard swimming pool, 
a mini golf venue, basketball courts 
and a variety of resident lounges.
The form of the building shifts 
depending on the viewer’s van-
tage point. While appearing like 
a pyramid from the West Side 
Highway, it turns into a dramatic 
glass spire from West 58th Street.
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