CENTRO BOTIN
RPBW Architects

Debora Madile SRDA Turma G 20211177



The Centro Botin is a new space for art, culture and the diverse activities of the Fundacién Botin devel-
oped by Renzo Piano Building Workshop between 2010 and 2017. It is constructed in the Jardines de
Pereda, on the seafront of the city of Santander in north-western Spain. The project reclaims an area
currently used as a car park, restoring it to the city. The site, organized as an extension of the city grid
through the existing park, provides direct access from the historic town centre to the sea and enhances
visual connections with the water.

The building is a new landmark on the wa-
terfront, both from a visual and cultural per-
spective, as well as a mean of boosting the
activities of the Botin Foundation. Thanks

to the Foundation’s diverse cultural and re-
search programmes, it is expected that the
centre drives cultural, social and economic

developmentin Santander,
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By rerouting traffic on the existing Paseo del Muelle into a 200m-long tunnel, the existing Jardines de
Pereda can be extended as far as the seafront, doubling its size. The Centro de Arte Botin sits in the
new section of the park, right at the water’s edge. To its north, where various routes across the park
from the city converge, is a new public plaza. An outdoor amphitheatre on the building’s west side can

seat 2,000 people for concerts or film projectons. 0000

The centre is organized into two parts, a west and an east wing, joined by an elevated walkway that

culminates in a platform cantilevered out over thesea. == @@

The west wing of the building is an exhibition
space: 2,500 sg. meters of 5m-high versatile
spaces over two levels providing galleries
and support areas. The upper level has a
skylight system that allows some of the gal-

lery space to be naturally lit,.
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The smaller east wing focuses on education and accommodates a convertible 7.5m-high auditorium
space with 300 removable seats and, on the building’s upper level, a multi-purpose area of approxi-

Both buildings are raised thanks to support-
ing columns. Together with the buildings’
curved shape, this structure lightens the fa-
cility’s presence on the site and allows clear
views from the park to the sea. The curved
edges also draw light and reflections off the
water into the space under the building. The
exterior are clad with small off-white ceramic
tiles that easily adapt to the shape of the
building and that also have a shimmering,
mother-of-pearl finish, which strengthens
the building’s luminosity, under Santander’s
often grey sky
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